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Compliments of  

A 25-Day Christmas Devotional 



  



How to Have a Personal 
Relationship with God 

 
That’s what Christmas is all about - relationship with God.  It’s not difficult.  

You don’t have to work for it.  You can’t earn it.  It’s a gift from God. 

For it is by grace you have been saved, through faith - and this not from 

yourselves, it is the gift of God.   (Ephesians 2:8) 

Then, how can I be saved?  How can I have my sins forgiven?  How can I  

receive God’s gift of have eternal life?  It as simple as A - B - C. 

 

A Admit you are a sinner. 

 

The Bible tells us that we have all sinned. And because of our sin, we  

deserve death - separation from God. 

For all have sinned and fall short of the glory of God.  (Romans 3:23) 

For the wages of sin is death, but the gift of God is eternal life 

through Jesus Christ our Lord.   (Romans 6:23) 

 

B Believe that Jesus died on the cross for you and rose again. 

 

Because man is sinful and cannot save himself, God took the initiative and 

sent Jesus to be our Savior.  He lived a perfect life, died on the cross to 

pay the penalty for our sin, and rose victoriously from the grave. 

But God demonstrates His own love for us in this:  While we were still 

sinners, Christ died for us. 

 

C Confess Jesus as your personal Savior and Lord. 

 

If you confess with your mouth, “Jesus is Lord,” and believe in your 

heart that God raised him from the dead, you will be saved.   

(Romans 10:9) 

You can place your faith in Jesus and commit your life to Him today, by 

praying a simple prayer of faith.  Here is a suggested prayer… 

Lord Jesus, I admit that I am a sinner and I cannot save myself.  I 

need You.  I believe you died on the cross to pay the penalty for my 

sins and rose from the dead.  I invite you into my heart and life as my 

Savior and Lord.  Thank you for forgiving my sins and giving me  

eternal life. 
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Preface 
 

I love the Christmas season.  It’s a season filled with cheer -    music, 

parties, church programs, shopping, baking, gift-giving, and many fam-

ily traditions.  But the Christmas season is also a very hectic time.  It’s 

easy to get caught up in the frenzy of the season and neglect the Christ 

of Christmas.   

 

So, I encourage you to take a few minutes each day to slow down - and 

spend some time with Jesus; the One whose birth we celebrate.  The 

devotional readings in this booklet will help you do that. 

 

You will notice that the readings are divided into four sections - one for 

each week of Advent. 

 

 December 1-7 - Family Traditions 

 December 8-14 - God’s Christmas Gifts 

 December 15-21 - The Characters of Christmas 

 December 22-25 - The Wonder of Christmas 

 

You may want to read these devotionals during your quiet time.  But, 

they may also be good devotional readings for the entire family to read 

together each evening. 

 

My prayer is that this Devotional Booklet may be a blessing to you  

during this Christmas season, and help you focus on the Christ of 

Christmas. 

 

              - Pastor Dan Eymann 

 

 December 25th (Christmas) 

HAPPY BIRTHDAY, JESUS 
 

“On coming to the house, they saw the child with his mother Mary, 

and they opened their treasures and presented him with gifts…” 

(Matthew 2:11) 

 

As I began with some of our family's favorite Christmas traditions, I would 

like to close with one final tradition.   

 

But first, imagine for a moment that it’s your 18th birthday.  This is a big one!  

Your parents plan a huge party for you.  They decorate the house.  They pre-

pare a nice birthday dinner - your favorite.  They invite all your friends from 

school, church, and the neighborhood.  And they buy amazing party favors for 

all the guests - the latest video game consoles.  Wow!   

 

You’ve been looking forward to your birthday for some time.  The big day 

arrives.  The doorbell rings.  Guests begin arriving.  You play some games.  

You eat a great birthday dinner, topped off with an ice cream cake from Cold 

Stone Creamery.  Everyone sings Happy Birthday.  You excitedly distribute 

the video consoles to your guests.  And everyone leaves as happy as can be.  

 

But wait!  Something’s wrong.  Everyone left without giving any gifts to you.  

They didn’t even bring gifts to the party; not even birthday cards.  Your       

parents spent so much on decorations, food, and party favors; even they didn’t 

get you a gift.  But wasn’t it your birthday?  Weren’t you guest of honor? 

 

I wonder if Jesus feels like that sometimes on Christmas.  We go all-out on 

Christmas decorations – lights, trees, candles, ornaments, etc.  We buy expen-

sive gifts for family and friends.  We enjoy fun Christmas parties and nice 

Christmas dinners.  But somehow we neglect Jesus.  We give gifts to everyone 

else, but we forget to include Jesus in the gift-giving.  Isn’t it His birthday? 

 

Our Christmas Eve tradition was a Birthday Party for Jesus.  After the Christ-

mas Eve Service at church we came home, had a nice Italian dinner, and an 

angel food cake (angels announced Jesus’ birth).  Then each family member 

gave Jesus a birthday present  - usually written out on a birthday card. 

 

I encourage you this Christmas to include Jesus in your gift-giving.  Here are 

some ideas - it could be a gift of time, a gift of service, a gift of your talents, a 

gift of your resources, or a gift of renewed commitment. Use your imagination.  

But, be sure to include Jesus in your gift exchange.  After all, Christmas is His 

birthday! 



December 24th  

TWENTY QUESTIONS 
 

“But Mary treasured up all these things  

and pondered them in her heart.” 

(Luke 2:19) 

 

Do you remember playing the game, “Twenty Questions,” when you were 

younger.  We used to play the game as we traveled on long vacation trips with 

our children.  One person would think of something in the car; the others 

would try to guess what the object was by asking up to 20 yes-or-no questions.   

  

Can you imagine what it would have been like being Mary or Joseph and    

having the responsibility of raising Jesus, the Son of God?  I have a few ques-

tions I would love to ask Mary and Joseph.  Here are a twenty for starters… 

 

 Did you ever wonder, “Am I really holding the Son of God?” 

 What was his first word as a baby? 

 What was his favorite food? 

 What was his favorite game as a child? 

 Did he let his brothers win sometimes? 

 Did he ever get sick? 

 Did he ever come home with a broken bone or a black eye? 

 How did he respond when his friends mockingly said, “Oh, you think 

you’re so perfect?” 

 What did he say when he hit his thumb with a hammer in the shop? 

 Did you ever scold him? 

 What was it like watching him pray? 

 Did he enjoy going to church (synagogue) on Sabbath? 

 Was it awkward teaching him about Passover? 

 When he saw a lamb sacrificed on an altar, how did he respond? 

 When he saw a rainbow, did he ever mention a flood? 

 When you taught him Bible stories, did he ask many questions? 

 What was his favorite Scripture passage? 

 Did you ever try to count the stars with him?   

 When someone referred to Satan, how did he act? 

 Did the thought ever occur to you that the God you were praying to 

was sleeping under your roof? 

 

Now, you think of a few questions would you like to ask Mary or Joseph? 

  
           Some questions are from God Came Near, by Max Lucado 

 

 

Section 1 

Christmas Traditions 
 

We begin with some family Christmas traditions.   

 

Since our family did not live near grandparents while our children were 

young, we developed many of our own family traditions.  Family traditions are 

good.  They build family identity and family memories.  Our children still have 

fond memories of many of our traditions.   

 

Besides sharing some of our family’s Christmas traditions, I want to share 

some of the meanings behind them, and share some spiritual truths that can be 

gleaned from them. 

 

As you read through these Christmas traditions, I hope that they bring back 

memories of your own Christmas traditions.  Talk about them as a family.  

Share why they are meaningful.  And think about some spiritual truths and 

applications from them. 

 

You may even want to start some new Christmas traditions this year. 

 



December 1st 

ADVENT 
 

“For to us a child is born, to us a son is given…” 

(Isaiah 9:6) 

 

During the four weeks between Thanksgiving and Christmas, while the world 

is frantically shopping and spending money, the Church observes Advent.      

Advent is a time of anticipation and spiritual preparation for the celebration of 

Christmas.  Each of the four weeks of Advent symbolizes a millennium of Old 

Testament history, anticipating the coming of the Promised Messiah. 
 

When our children were young, we did a couple things during the month of 

December to celebrate the Advent season ourselves. 
 

First, we hung an Advent Calendar on the wall with Scripture readings for each 

day of Advent, from December 1st through December 25th.  Each night before 

dinner, one of the children read the Scripture passage for that day.  Secondly, 

we placed an Advent wreath on our dinner table.  We lit the Advent candles on 

Saturdays and discussed the traditional meanings of each candle.  Then after 

lighting the candles, we ate dinner by candlelight.  The kids especially  enjoyed 

the candlelight dinners. 
 

The symbolism of Advent wreath and candles is very meaningful… 
 

 The wreath is a circle, symbolizing God’s unending love. 

 The evergreens that decorate the wreath symbolize eternal life 

 The first candle is the “Prophet’s Candle” and symbolizes hope. 

 The second candle is the “Bethlehem Candle” symbolizing faith. 

 The third candle is the “Shepherd’s Candle,” and symbolizes joy.  

 The fourth candle is the “Angel’s Candle,” symbolizing peace. 

 And the fifth candle (the white candle in the center of the wreath) is the 

“Christ Candle,” symbolizing Jesus, the Light of the World 
 

We enjoyed celebrating Advent as a family.  It was a way to pass on our faith.  

As God gave the nation of Israel several feasts to help them remember some 

mileposts in their history and look forward to the Coming Messiah, Advent is 

similar.  Through Advent, we remember the first Advent of Jesus 2,000 years 

ago and we look forward to His  Second Advent in the near future. 
 

What I like most about Advent is the reminder all month that Christmas is not 

just about Santa Claus, Christmas trees, stockings, and presents.  Christmas is 

about Christ.   
 

How will you focus on the Christ of Christmas this Christmas season? 

December 23rd 

HE WALKED IN MY SHOES 
 

“The Word became flesh and made His dwelling among us…” 

(John 1:14) 

 

“I know what you’re going through.”  Have you ever had someone use those 

words to console you as you were going through a difficult time?  Did you 

think to yourself, “No you don’t, you’ve never been in my shoes.”  

 

When the Bible tells us that Jesus (The Word) became flesh, it means that God 

has actually been in our shoes.  God became man.  He didn’t become like one 

of us.  He became one of us.   

 

God didn’t enter our world as a streak of lightning or a ball of fire.  He entered 

our world as a baby, just as you and I entered the world.  God had a face and 

curly hair.  He had ten toes and ten fingers.  He had a belly button.  He cried.  

He learned to crawl and walk and talk and read.  He got hungry and tired.   He 

bled real blood and felt real pain.  

 

Jesus was one of us.  Why did God go this far?  He wants us to know that He 

gets us.  He understands how we feel.  He has faced what we face in life.  He 

has experienced everything we have - except sin.  He has walked in our shoes.  

 

Does God understand fun and frivolity; joy and laughter?  Look at Jesus enjoy-

ing the festivities at the wedding in Cana where He turned water into wine.  

Does God understand the power of temptation?  Look at Jesus when He was 

tempted by Satan to turn rocks into food after fasting for 40 days?  Does God 

care if I’m sad?  Look at Jesus’ tears as He stood near the tomb of Lazarus.  

Does God care when I am fearful?  Look at Jesus calming the storm on the Sea 

of Galilee.  Does God understand when I am alone or rejected?  Look at the 

compassion in Jesus’ eyes as He defends the adulterous woman.  Does God      

understand when I am suffering emotional turmoil.  Look at Jesus in the      

Garden of Gethsemane as he bled drops of blood while praying, “Father, take 

this cup from me.”  

 

Just as Mary looked at the face of her newborn baby that first Christmas Day,  

so you can look at the face of Jesus this Christmas.  His face is filled with love, 

understanding, and compassion.  Whatever is in your past, He has forgiven.  

Whatever you are struggling with today, He understands. Whatever your    

future may bring, He’s been there!  He has walked in your shoes.   

 

Keep your eyes on Jesus. 



December 22nd 

ANCESTRY.GRACE 
 

“A record of the genealogy of Jesus Christ, 

the son of David, the son of Abraham…” 

(Matthew 1:1) 

 

Examining one’s ancestry has become somewhat popular today.  In fact, many 

people have joined a website called ancestry.com.  My wife and I checked it 

out once when they offered a free trial week.  It was fascinating.   

 

When my children decide to examine their ancestries, they will find some very 

interesting heritage.  On the one hand, they have some ancestors who were 

early patriots in America.  One was a preacher who was instrumental in start-

ing Yale University.  In fact, there are several preachers in their ancestry.  On 

the other hand, there are some less reputable characters in their heritage, as 

well.  Some had ties to the mafia.  Others had ties to the Dalton Gang.  I’ll 

keep you guessing whose side of the family had which. 

 

We all have a few knots on our family tree.  Even Jesus had some interesting 

characters in His ancestry.  When was the last time you read through the      

genealogy of Jesus in Matthew’s Gospel?  Twenty years ago?  Never?  It’s not 

that exciting.  But if you look closely you will find four women mentioned in a 

long list of men.  They were all women of questionable backgrounds.   

 

 Tamar was a seductress who seduced her own father-in-law into an 

illicit sexual encounter resulting in twin boys. 

 Rahab was a prostitute who lied to save the lives of two Jewish spies. 

 Ruth was a foreigner who married Boaz under suspicious circum-

stances. 

 Bathsheba was an adulteress who had an extra-marital affair with 

King David. 

 

Now don’t be too hard on these women. The men in Jesus’ ancestry were no 

different.  Many were liars, adulterers, idolaters, or even murderers.  

 

But that’s the point.  None of Jesus’ ancestors were perfect.  They were only    

included in the line of Jesus by God’s grace.  Their stories give us hope, no 

matter what our ancestry or our own background.   

 

Check out ancestry.grace.  All our names are in the registry.  Because of God’s 

grace, our past is forgiven and our future is certain. 

 

December 2nd 

NATIVITY SCENES 
 

“For to us a child is born, to us a son is given, 

and the government will be on his shoulders…” 

(Isaiah 9:6) 

 

Many families set up a Nativity Scene in their homes as part of their Christmas 

decorations.  We are no exception.  However, when our children were young, 

we added a couple twists to the Nativity scene tradition each year.  The wise 

men started off on the other side of the room and got a little closer each day.  

More significantly, we did not place baby Jesus in the manger until Christmas 

morning.  No Christmas stockings or Christmas presents could be opened until 

the Nativity Scene was complete.  The first child to wake up on Christmas Day 

got to put baby Jesus in the manger.  This symbolized Israel’s anticipation of 

Messiah’s arrival and added to our own anticipation of Christmas. 

 

Everyone in Israel was anticipating the arrival of the promised Messiah.  They 

had been waiting for hundreds of years for Christ to come.  Yet most missed 

his arrival because they were looking for a king in a palace rather than a baby 

in a stable.  May the first advent of Messiah also serve as a reminder to us that 

Jesus is coming back again.  We have so much to anticipate.  

 

 The first time He came, He came as a baby in a manger.  The next 

time He comes, He will come as a warrior on a white horse in the sky. 

 

 The first time He came, He came as a Sacrificial Lamb.  The next 

time, He will come as the Lion of Judah. 

 

 The first time He came, He came in humility and obscurity.  The next 

time, He will come in power and glory. 

 

 The first time He came, He came to establish His reign in the hearts 

of God’s people.  The next time He comes, He will establish His   

kingdom and reign over all the earth. 

 

 The first time He came, there was no room for Him.  The next time He 

comes, the whole world will not be able to contain His glory. 

 

 The first time He came, only a few shepherds and wise men witnessed 

His birth.  The next time He comes, every eye will behold Him and 

every knee will bow before Him. 

 

Are you looking for Messiah’s return?  Are you ready for the second coming 

of Jesus?  Are you anticipating His arrival?  Keep your eyes on the skies! 



December  3rd 

CHRISTMAS CODES 
 

“We wait for the blessed hope - 

the glorious appearing of our great God and Savior, Jesus Christ.” 

(Titus 2:13) 

 

Children love Christmas.  They love to anticipate which presents under the 

Christmas tree are for them.  And they love to guess what’s in the packages. 

 

When our children were young, my wife added to the sense of expectation by 

using a code to label each gift under the tree.  Each gift was marked with a 

symbol rather than a name.  For days and weeks, our children tried to crack the 

code.  Who’s the ornament?  Who’s the Santa?  Who’s the bell?  Who’s the 

manger?  Who’s the candle?  We kept the code secret until Christmas Eve, 

when we finally revealed the identify of each symbol as everyone opened their 

new pajamas.   

 

Now that they knew the code, they searched for all their presents.  When they 

found them, they would pick them up, shake them, and guess what was in 

them.  Unfortunately, they still had to wait until Christmas morning to open the 

remainder of their presents.  Anticipation continued to build.    

 

The Jews of Jesus’ day were filled with anticipation.  They believed that God 

would fulfill the Messianic prophecies of the Old Testament in their day.  They 

were looking for the promised Messiah.  But their vision of Messiah was 

skewed.  They were looking for a political Messiah - a Jewish King - to deliver 

them from Roman oppression.   

 

Instead, Jesus came as a spiritual Messiah rather than a political Messiah.    

Jesus came as a Suffering Savior rather than a conquering King.  Instead of    

delivering Israel from Roman tyranny, Jesus came to deliver mankind from sin 

and death. 

 

Believers today are also filled with anticipation.  We are looking forward to the 

Second Coming of Messiah.  There are many signs that His coming may be 

near.  Paul refers to the Second Coming as our “blessed hope” (Titus 2:13).   

So, as you celebrate Christmas this year - the birth of Jesus in a manger - I trust 

you are also looking forward to the return of Jesus.  Are you ready? 

 

 

NOTE:  My wife still labels the gifts under the Christmas tree for our grand-

children with codes today.  

 

 

Section 4 

The Wonder of Christmas 
 

As we enter the last few days of the Christmas season and turn our attention to 

the Christ of Christmas, let us not miss the wonder of Christmas. 

 

 God became man. 

 The Creator became the created. 

 Spirit clothed himself with humanity. 

 The Omnipotent God became a helpless baby. 

 Jesus exchanged His throne in glory for a manger in a stable. 

 He was born in a manger to die on a cross. 

 Without Christmas we would have no Easter. 

 

And the greatest wonder of all - He did it all for you and me.  Wow! 



December 21st 

WISE MEN 
 

“Then they opened their treasures and presented him 

with gifts of gold and of incense and of myrrh.” 

(Matthew 2:11) 
 

The Wise Men played a key role in the first Christmas, but most of what we 

believe about them is myth, derived from pictures and songs like, “We Three 

Kings...”  Let me ask four questions about the Wise Men and see how you do?   

1. How many wise men were there?  The Bible doesn’t actually tell us.  

Most think there were three, because of the three gifts they brought.  But 

there were probably more than three wise men - in fact, they probably rode 

into town with an entourage of travelers? 

2. Where were they from?  No, they weren’t from the Orient as the song 

suggests.  They were probably from Persia (modern-day Iran). 

3. How did they travel?  Certainly not by airplane or automobile.  But  

probably not by camels, either.  Camels were a beast-of-burden, not a 

mode of transportation.  They probably rode Arabian horses. 

4. Who were they?  Again, they were not kings as the song suggests.  The 

Bible identifies them as Magi from the East.  The Magi were spiritual  

advisors or priests in the courts of Persian kings, most likely astronomers 

who studied the stars for guidance.  They may have even had some Jewish 

roots, dating back to the Babylonian and Persian captivity. 

One thing we do know is that the Magi brought gifts to the newborn Christ.  

Granted, they were strange gifts for a baby:  no toys, no diapers, no baby 

clothes, no stuffed donkeys or camels.  But they were meaningful gifts.  And 

they provide some good ideas for gifts we might give Jesus this Christmas. 

 Gold symbolizes our wealth & riches.  We can give Jesus a gift of our 

wealth.  How about a gift to a missionary, a needy family, or a project at 

your church - in the name of Jesus. 

 Incense was used in Temple worship.  It symbolizes gifts of worship and 

service. How about giving Jesus a gift of daily time in the Word & prayer?   

Or a renewed commitment to Sabbath?  Or a gift of serving others?  

 Myrrh was an embalming fluid.  It is symbolic of commitment and     

surrender.  How about surrendering an area of life that’s been difficult to 

let go of?  How about a renewed commitment to Jesus in the year ahead? 

Remember, Christmas is Jesus’ birthday.   What will you give Him? 

December 4th 

THE HUNT 
 

“He cuts off every branch in me that bears no fruit, while every branch  

that does bear fruit he prunes so that it will be even more fruitful.” 

(John 15:2) 

 

The Hunt!  It’s one of the first traditions of the Christmas Season - the hunt for 

the “perfect” Christmas tree.  When we lived in Washington, it was our annual 

tradition to go to our favorite tree farm to cut our own fresh Christmas tree.  

There were acres and acres of trees.  And it was always cold and wet, but we 

wouldn’t miss this annual tradition.   

 

We bundled up the kids and began our trek.  First, we had to decide what kind 

of tree we wanted - Douglas Fir, Grand Fir, Noble Fir, or Blue Spruce.  It 

couldn’t be too tall or too short. It couldn’t be too thin or too full.  It had to 

have the right shape and a good top. 

 

Once we found the perfect tree, then the work began.  We cut it down, drug it 

to the truck, and paid for it.  When we got the tree home, there was more work.  

First, we had to clean all the mud off our shoes, then shake all the loose      

needles out of the tree.  We cut the bottom of the tree again and trimmed a few 

limbs to fit it in the stand.  And of course, it was never straight the first time.  

So I crawled under the tree and adjusted the screws in the stand while my wife 

gave directions, “a little to the left - too much - back the other way - stop!” 

 

Then we set it up, stood back and marveled at how nice it is.  Then came the 

lights, the ornaments, the candy canes, and the star on the top.  Wow! 

 

It seems that God does much the same with us.  First, he chooses us - “For he 

chose us in him before the creation of the world…”  (Ephesians 1:4).  Then he 

purchases us - “For you know that it was not with perishable things such as 

silver or gold that you were redeemed… but with the precious blood of the 

Christ…”  (I Peter 1:18-19).  Then he does some pruning so we can stand 

straight and tall - “Every branch that bears fruit he prunes so that it will be 

even more fruitful.” (John 15:2).  And finally, He decorates us with the fruit of 

the Spirit  - “love, joy, peace, patience, kindness, goodness, faithfulness,     

gentleness, and self-control.” (Galatians 5:22-23) 

 

You and I may not be the “perfect” tree in the lot.  We may have a few knots, 

broken branches, and imperfections.  But God isn’t finished with us yet.  He’s 

still pruning, shaping, and decorating.  We are still in the process of becoming 

like Jesus.  Our task is to stand tall in His grace and let His light shine brightly. 



December 5th 

ROAD TRIPS 
 

“Joseph also went up from the town of Nazareth in Galilee to Judea; 

 to Bethlehem the town of David… He went there to register with Mary…” 

(Luke 2:4-5) 

 

Christmas is family time.  When I was a child, I looked forward to going to 

Grandma’s house for Christmas.  Since my grandparents lived in California, 

that meant a road trip.    

 

Having been a Pastor during my adult life, our children rarely got to go to 

Grandma’s house for Christmas.  But, we did venture away from home a few 

times.  A couple road trips were particularly memorable.  When we lived in 

Shelton, Washington, the Highway Patrol asked the churches in town to cancel 

Christmas Sunday services one year because there was too much snow.  So 

being young and adventurous, I decided to load up the car with our babies and 

drive to Portland to visit family.  We drove on about 40 miles of black ice.  We 

only made it by God’s grace.   

 

On another Christmas Sunday while we lived in Gallup, New Mexico; we 

planned to drive to Grandma’s house in Phoenix.  We knew a snow-storm was 

blowing in.  But again, I was young and adventurous.  We left for Phoenix 

right after church and tried to beat the storm.  It beat us, instead; and we ended 

up driving about 40 miles through Flagstaff in a snow-storm with white-out 

conditions on the highway.  FYI - I’d rather drive on fresh snow than black ice. 

 

Road trips have been part of Christmas since the beginning.  The wise men 

packed their  bags and traveled over 1,000 miles by horseback from Persia to 

Bethlehem.  Mary and Joseph traveled 100 miles from Nazareth to Bethlehem. 

 

But the most significant journey was that of Jesus Himself.  He journeyed from 

heaven to earth; from a throne to a manger; from a manger to a cross; from the 

cross to a grave; and from the grave back to glory.  (Philippians 2:6-11). 

 

We are on a spiritual journey ourselves.  Sometimes the journey seems long 

and arduous.  There are ups and downs, twists and turns, pot-holes and bumps.  

The only way to endure this journey is to stay focused on the destination.  The 

wise men followed a star to the promised Messiah.  Mary & Joseph focused on 

Bethlehem.  Jesus focused on His mission; the salvation of mankind.   

 

Keep your eyes on your ultimate destination - Heaven.  The glory of heaven far 

exceeds the trials we must endure on our journey.  Keep looking up!  

 

December 20th 

 THE SHEPHERDS 
 

“When they had seen him, they spread the word 

concerning what had been told them about this child, 

and all who heard it were amazed at what the shepherds said to them.” 

(Luke 2:17-18) 

 

They were just sitting around a campfire, minding their own business - eating 

mutton stew, telling jokes, and playing a game of “I can top that.”   

 I had to kill 2 snakes today. 

 Well, I fought off a coyote with my club today. 

 I had to climb down a ravine to rescue a lamb before wolves got it. 

You know how teenagers are when they get together:  lots of fun and frivolity.  

But their laughter that night was suddenly interrupted by the brightest flash of 

light any of them had ever seen.  It almost blinded them.  They were scared.   

Then an angel spoke to them and said “chill out.” He proceeded to tell them 

that the Messiah was born in Bethlehem, and they could see the baby lying in a 

manger on the outskirts of town.   

 

As soon as the vast angelic choir left, these young shepherds looked at each 

other and almost in unison exclaimed, “Let’s Go!”  They left their sheep, ran 

into town, and found the baby in a manger just like the angel told them. 

 

Even though it was the middle of the night, they couldn’t keep quiet on the 

way back to the fields.  After all, they were teenagers.  When people in town 

got up to see what all the commotion was outside, they found no Santa or    

reindeer; only some excited shepherds who told everyone about the angels and 

the baby in a manger.  The whole town was amazed. 

 

It reminds me of a dad whose wife has just delivered their first child.  He is so 

excited he starts handing out cigars to complete strangers and telling them, 

“Hey, I’m a dad!”  Can you imagine what would happen in America if people 

got that excited about Jesus?  Can you imagine what it would be like if people 

got as fired up about Jesus as they do about politics?  What would happen if 

we got as excited about Jesus as we do our favorite football team scoring the 

winning touchdown with no time left on the clock?  What if we were as excited 

about Jesus as those teenage shepherds were that first Christmas night? 

 

The best way to celebrate Christmas this year is to tell someone about Jesus.  

Tell your family; tell your friends, tell your neighbors, tell your co-workers.  

The best gift you can give anyone is God’s gift of eternal life. 



December 19th 

SHEPHERDS & WISE MEN 
 

“Magi from the east came to Jerusalem... 

We saw his star in the east and have come to worship him.” 

(Matthew 2:1-2) 

And there were shepherds living out in the fields nearby… 

An angel of the Lord appeared to them…” 

(Luke 2:8-9) 

 

They couldn't be more different.   They were as different as black and white, as 

night and day; as hot and cold... 
 

 The wise men were older men; the shepherds were young (teenagers). 

 The wise men were wealthy; the shepherds were poor. 

 The wise men were foreigners & Gentiles; the shepherds were Jewish. 

 The wise men lived in a palace; the shepherds were nomads who lived 

in tents in the Judean desert. 

 The wise men were highly educated (the PH.D.’s of their day);  the 

shepherds were uneducated (8th grade education, at best). 

 The wise men were of the upper class in society; the shepherds were 

the lowest of the lowest class. 

 The wise men were highly respected; the shepherds were despised and 

looked down on. 
 

Why did God choose to reveal the birth of His Son to these two people groups?  

Why not the religious elite in Jerusalem?  Why not the priests in the temple?  

Why not the powerful political leaders? 

 

It’s really quite simple.  God was painting a vivid picture for us.  He was 

demonstrating that Jesus was given to all people. 
 

 He came for the young and the old. 

 He came for millionaires and minimum-wage workers. 

 He came for blue-collar workers and white-collar professionals. 

 He came for the upper crust of society and for the down-and-out. 

 He came for Presidents and for prison inmates. 

 He came for Jews, Anglos, Africans, Asians, Arabs, Latinos,         

Islanders, and everyone in-between. 
 

God offers His gift of salvation to all mankind.  Jesus came for everyone.  No 

matter who you are, where you live, or what you’ve done - Jesus came for you.   

December 6th 

PIZZELLES 

 
“And Jesus grew in wisdom and stature, 

And in favor with God and men.” 

(Luke 2:52) 

 

Baking Christmas cookies is a tradition enjoyed around the world.  My grand-

mother was German, and baked Pfeffernusse every year.  Whether Snicker-

doodles, Gingerbread cookies, Meringue cookies, frosted sugar cookies, or 

Pfeffernusse, everyone has a favorite Christmas cookie. 

 

In our family, Pizzelles are the favorite.  A Pizzelle is a round, flat, waffle 

cookie.  Baking Pizzelles is a project that takes an entire evening.  We use a 

family recipe from my wife’s Italian family.  First, we mix all the ingredients 

in a big mixing bowl; starting with flour, sugar, eggs, butter, and Crisco.  Then 

we add in some zest (finely grated lemon and orange peels),  several extracts, 

and some secret family ingredients.  (I can’t reveal all the ingredients - it’s a 

family recipe.)  But, there are a lot of ingredients. 

 

When the dough is mixed up, we heat up the Pizzelle iron (similar to a waffle 

iron).  Then, I spend the entire evening cooking two Pizzelles at a time.  We 

usually end up with about 150 cookies.  Since we are not mass producing them 

in commercial presses, no two Pizzelles are exactly alike.  Each one has a 

unique size and shape.  But, they all taste wonderful. 

 

Like Pizzelles, God has made each of us unique.  He mixes several ingredients 

together - genetics, parental upbringing, family relationships, friends, educa-

tion, talents and skills, trials and suffering, successes and failures, joy and 

heartache.  After mixing together all these ingredients, God bakes us in the 

pressure cooker of life, and creates millions of unique individuals.   There is no 

one else like you! 

 

Jesus experienced many of the same life experiences as we do.  He grew in a 

family - he had a mom and dad and brothers and sisters.  He went to school. He 

worked in a Carpenter’s shop.  He was mocked and ridiculed. Yet, Jesus     

continued to grow in wisdom and stature, and in favor with God and people.   

 

When you get discouraged in life, remember that God is not finished with you 

yet.  He continues to mold you and shape you into the image of His Son.  You 

are unique, and you are still growing. 

 

Meanwhile, eat a few Christmas cookies.  Enjoy a few Pizzelles along the way. 



December 7th 

SURPRISES 
 

“An angel of the Lord appeared to them, 

and the glory of the Lord shone around them, and they were terrified.” 

(Luke 2:9) 

 

Christmas is full of surprises.  Most of us can remember a special Christmas 

gift that pleasantly caught us by surprise.  A shiny new bicycle.  A cute puppy.  

A hand-made quilt.  An engagement ring.  We all like surprises. 

 

A few years ago, our son and his wife showed up at our door unexpectedly on 

a Friday afternoon a couple weeks before Christmas.  They flew down from 

Seattle to Phoenix for the weekend; just for fun and an early Christmas       

surprise.  Needless to say, we were pleasantly surprised and very excited.  We 

quickly changed our plans for the weekend (mostly work), and had a great time 

with the whole family.  Oh, to be young and impetuous again.  Try it.  You just 

might have fun, too! 

 

Have you ever thought about how much fun that first Christmas must have 

been for God?  He was full of surprises.  First, an angel appeared to the virgin 

Mary and announced. “You’re going to have a baby.”  Surprise!  Then Joseph 

discovered that his fiancé was pregnant.  Surprise!  Fortunately, an angel filled 

him in on God’s plan; he was going to be raising the Son of God.  Surprise! 

 

About that time, some wise men in Persia saw a strange phenomena in the sky; 

an unexpected star.  Surprise!  They traveled by horseback all the way from 

Persia to Jerusalem and asked Herod about a new King of the Jews.  Surprise! 

 

When it came time for Mary to deliver her baby, there were no hospital beds or 

motel rooms available.  An innkeeper sent them to his barn where Mary       

delivered a baby.  Surprise!  Then, out of the blue, a host of angels started 

singing to some shepherds in the hills.  Surprise!  They left their sheep behind 

and ran into town where they found baby Jesus lying in a feeding trough     

instead of a bassinet.  Surprise! 

 

But, the greatest surprise is that the baby in that feeding trough was no        

ordinary baby.  He was and is the Savior of mankind.   And through that baby, 

God offers all of us the greatest surprise of all - forgiveness and eternal life. 

 

I’m sure that first Christmas was a lot of fun for God.  Apparently, He loves to 

surprise people.  Have you experienced God’s surprise in your life?  If so,   

enjoy His surprise and share it with someone this Christmas season. 

December 18th 

THE INNKEEPER 
 

“She (Mary) wrapped him in cloths and placed him in a manger, 

because there was no room for them in the inn.” 

(Luke 2:7) 

 

We’ve all heard sermons that portray the Innkeeper as the culprit.  Mary & 

Joseph were victims of the Innkeeper’s insensitivity and preoccupation with 

business.   So they are stuck in the stable. 

 

Perhaps we have it all wrong.  Allow me to suggest a little different scenario.  

The Inn was not a Holiday Inn; it was more like a Bed & Breakfast.  The    

Jewish people were very hospitable and most had spare rooms for family, 

guests, and travelers.  This Innkeeper was, in fact, probably a relative of Joseph 

- perhaps an uncle or a cousin.  

 

Since the Romans had ordered a census, everyone had to go to their “home-

towns” to register.  The Innkeeper was expecting Joseph along with several 

other relatives.  But since Mary was pregnant, they couldn’t travel as fast as the 

others.  So when Joseph arrived with his wife, his cousin’s bed & breakfast 

was already filled with relatives.  The barn was the best he had to offer.  But, 

the straw was pretty comfortable. 

 

Mrs. Innkeeper probably brought some food to Joseph and Mary to satisfy their 

hunger after a very long day.  When the baby was born, she may have served 

as Mary’s midwife.  Mr. and Mrs. Innkeeper probably did everything they 

could to make Mary and the baby comfortable.  They brought them cloths to 

wrap the baby.  They may have even brought out some of their own bedding, 

since all the rest was in use by other relatives.  And when the shepherds      

arrived that night; they brought out hot chocolate for everyone.  They likely 

didn’t get any sleep themselves that night. 

 

After a few days, some of the relatives went home after registering for the  

Roman census.  That freed up a room for Joseph and Mary and baby Jesus.  

They moved inside for awhile until Mary was feeling good enough to travel 

again.  And then, a couple weeks after that big night, a full entourage of Magi 

on Arabian horses arrived at their door.  The Innkeeper invited them in, led 

them to the room of Mary, Joseph, and baby Jesus, and fed them mutton stew. 

 

The Innkeeper wasn’t too busy or insensitive as he is often portrayed.  He was 

very hospitable.  He was probably the first person to see the newborn Christ.  

He welcomed the shepherds and wise men.  He didn’t miss Christmas.  He had 

a front-row seat.  



December 17th 

JOSEPH 
 

“When Joseph woke up, he did what the angel of the Lord 

had commanded him and took Mary home as his wife.” 

(Matthew 1:24) 

 

We don’t hear much about Joseph during the Christmas season.  He has no 

major part in Nativity plays.  No lines to memorize.  No solos to sing.  He just 

stands beside Mary.  Joseph is the unsung hero of the Christmas story:  a car-

penter; an ordinary guy like you and me.  But he was an ordinary guy with 

tremendous courage and faith! 

 

When Joseph first discovered that Mary was pregnant, he planned to divorce 

her quietly.  It seemed the honorable thing to do.  But an angel appeared to him 

and told him that the child his fiancée was carrying had been conceived by 

God.  So he stuck it out and married Mary. 

 

It makes for a nice story, but can you imagine the courage it took for Joseph to 

obey the Lord?  Would anybody believe the story about how this child was 

conceived?  Everyone would think their child was conceived out-of-wedlock.  

Joseph put everything on the line:  his reputation, his carpentry business, and 

his relationships with family and friends.  It took courage! 

 

A few months later, Joseph had another dream.  An angel told him to go live in 

Egypt for awhile.  He had never been to Egypt.  It was a foreign country.  He 

had no family in Egypt.  He had no business contacts.  He couldn’t speak 

Egyptian.  How would he provide for his family?  But once again, Joseph 

demonstrated great courage. 

 

And a few years later, Joseph had another dream.  An angel told him to go 

back to Nazareth.  Imagine the town gossip when Joseph and Mary showed up 

in their home-town again.  Imagine the scorn and humiliation they must have 

endured.  Imagine how difficult it must have been to rebuild his carpentry busi-

ness after a long absence and a tainted reputation.  But once again, Joseph 

obeyed God with tremendous faith and courage. 

 

What if God asked you to lay everything on the line for Him?  What if the 

Lord asked you to sacrifice your livelihood or your reputation for Him?  What 

if He asked you to step out of your comfort zone to serve Him?  Would you 

have the faith and courage to follow the Lord?   

 

We need more “Joseph’s” in our world today!  Will you be a Joseph? 

 

 

Section 2 

God’s Christmas Gifts 
 

Giving Christmas gifts is a time-honored tradition.  From classroom and office 

Christmas parties to White Elephant gift exchanges,  the tradition of gift-giving 

lives on.  We especially love to give gifts to family and friends.  And many   

people give to the poor and needy during the Christmas season, as well. 

 

Where did the tradition of giving Christmas gifts originate?  Many suggest that 

gift-giving dates back to the 4th Century.  Saint Nicholas, a Christian bishop, 

was well-known for giving gifts to children - homemade sweets. oranges, and 

hand-crafted gifts such as socks, sweaters, and blankets.  Others suggest that 

the tradition of gift-giving began with the wise men who brought gifts to the 

Christ-child. 

 

The truth is that the tradition of gift-giving goes back even further - to God 

Himself.  The most common verse in the Bible tells us that God is a giver... 

 

For God so loved the world, that He gave…   (John 3:16) 

 

Because God is full of grace, He is a giver.  In this section, we will look at 

some of the special Christmas gifts God gives to His children.  I trust you are 

already enjoying His gifts in your life.  If not, you can find these gifts under 

God’s Christmas tree.  All you have to do is open them and enjoy them. 



December 8th 

LOVE 
 

“For God so loved the world  

that He gave His one and only Son…” 

(John 3:16) 

 

There is no picture of love more beautiful than that of a young mother and her 

newborn baby.  I witnessed it three times with my own wife and children.  And 

now I have seen it eight more times with my two girls and their children and 

my daughter-in-law and her son.  They are all so beautiful and loving.  

 

Perhaps that is why everyone loves the Christmas story so much.  It’s a story 

of a young mother and a newborn baby.  And, of course, the manger adds to 

the quaint charm of the story, as well. 

 

Christmas is indeed a love-story.  But it’s not just a love story of a young 

mother and her newborn baby, nor the romance of Mary and Joseph.  It’s a 

story of God’s love for His children.  God loved us so much He sent His one 

and only Son to earth to become one of us, to live with us, and to die for us.   

 

God loves us unconditionally.  That’s the nature of “agape” love.  God loved 

us in spite of our sin, in spite of our unrighteousness, and in spite of our      

unworthiness.  Even though man sinned and turned His back on God, God still 

loved us so much He gave His Son, Jesus. 

 

God loves us unselfishly.  There is no hint of selfishness in God whatsoever.  

His love is focused on you and me.  He created this world for our enjoyment.  

And even after man sinned, He took the initiative to restore our broken        

relationship with Him by giving His Son, Jesus. 

 

God loves us sacrificially.  He held nothing back.  He sacrificed His Son.   

Jesus gave up His throne in heaven for a manger in a barn.  And He sacrificed 

His life on a cruel cross to pay the penalty for our sin.  God loved us so much 

He gave His one and only Son, Jesus. 

 

Everyone longs to be loved.  Whether through a warm embrace, meaningful 

conversation, words of appreciation, quiet time together, or a special gift; we 

long to be loved.  I trust you experience the love of family during this Christ-

mas season.  But even more, may you know and experience the love of God 

anew and afresh in your heart this Christmas season! 

December 16th 

MARY 
 

“My soul glorifies the Lord and my spirit rejoices in God my Savior, 

For He has been mindful of the humble state of his servant. 

From now on all generations will call me blessed, 

For the Mighty One has done great things for me - holy is His name.” 

(Mary - Luke 1:46-49) 

 

History has romanticized Mary & Joseph.  Artists often picture them with   

halos around their heads.  The Catholic Church refers to Mary as Saint Mary or 

the Mother of God.  In reality, Mary and Joseph were ordinary people - just 

like you and me.  Joseph was a carpenter.  Mary was a young teenager with a 

simple background.  They couldn’t have been more ordinary.  But Mary’s faith 

and humility were extraordinary. 

 

One day, out of the blue, an angel came to Mary with an announcement - 

“You’re pregnant!”  Mary could have laughed like Sarah did when God told 

her she was going to have a son at the age of 90.  Mary was only a teenager 

and had never had relations with a man.  But she didn’t laugh.  The angel went 

on and told Mary that the child she was to bear was conceived by The Holy 

Spirit.  Her child was the Promised Messiah, the Son of God, the Savior of 

Mankind.  Mary could have argued with the angel, not wanting to face the  

finger-pointing and ridicule of others.  Mary could have questioned God, “Why 

me?”  Or Mary could have let this announcement go to her head.  She could 

have become proud and arrogant.  But she didn’t respond in any of those ways. 

 

Instead, Mary humbly accepted God’s calling on her life.  She was open to 

whatever God asked of her.  She responded, “I am the Lord’s servant, may it 

be to me as you have said” (Luke 1:38).  No doubts.  No fear.  No misgivings.  

No demands.  Just humble acceptance and submission to God. 

 

Are you open to God’s calling in your life?  Are you willing to trust God for 

the miraculous?  Are you willing to pay the price; to be mocked and ridiculed?  

Are you willing to humbly accept whatever God has in store for you? 

 

Here’s the good news.  Whatever God asks of His children; He also provides 

sufficient grace and strength for the journey.   He only asks that we are open, 

available, and humble. 

 

 

 



December 15th 

ANGELS:  JOY TO THE WORLD 
 

“Do not be afraid. 

 I bring you good news of great joy...” 

(Luke 2:10) 

 

How would you respond if an angel appeared to you?  Would you recognize an 

angel?  Would you think you died and went to heaven?  Would you think you 

were just dreaming?  Would you be afraid?  Would you think, “Oh no, what 

did I do?”  Would you be excited?  Would you think, “Wow, God must have 

something special to tell me?”   

 

An angel is simply a messenger from God.  During the original Christmas   

story - when Jesus was born - angels were pretty active.  One particular angel, 

Gabriel, appeared  several times with special messages from God to various 

people.  All were messages of joy… 

 

 To Zechariah - You’re going to have a son.  He will prepare the way 

for the Messiah. 

 To Mary - You’re going to have a baby.  He will be the Son of God. 

 To Joseph - It’s okay.  The baby conceived in Mary is from the Holy 

Spirit.  You can marry Mary. 

 To some shepherds in a field - I bring you a message of good news.          

A Savior has been born! 

 The angelic choir sang - “Glory to God in the highest, and on earth 

peace to men...” 

 

Our world today is filled with war, turmoil, persecution, despair, and hopeless-

ness.  But the message of Christmas is good news.  It’s a message of joy.  The 

baby in the manger is our Savior.  Even with all the turmoil and despair in the 

world, you can still know and experience joy in your heart and life 

 

 Joy comes through forgiveness of sin. 

 Joy comes through the gift of eternal life. 

 Joy comes through being at peace with God. 

 Joy comes through a personal relationship with Jesus. 

 Joy comes through the baby born on that first Christmas Day. 

 

Joy to the world, the Lord is come! 

 

   

December 9th 

JOY 
 

“Do not be afraid, I bring you good news 

of great joy that will be for all the people.” 

(Luke 2:10) 

 

Christmas is season of joy.  Christmas music can be heard in the stores and 

malls. Christmas lights and decorations are seen on homes and businesses.  

The smells of Christmas cookies and Christmas trees fill our homes.  The spirit 

of Christmas giving fills our hearts.  People just tend to be more cheerful     

during the month of December.  In fact, about 75% of Americans claim that 

Christmas is their favorite time of the year. 

 

The first Christmas was also a season of joy.  When the wise men “saw the 

star, they were overjoyed” (Matthew 2:10).  When the angel announced the 

birth of Jesus to the shepherds, he said, “I bring you good news of great 

joy” (Luke 2:10).  And after the shepherds saw Jesus, they returned to their 

fields, “glorifying and praising God…” (Luke 2:20). 

 

So where is all the joy the rest of the year?  After all, the Declaration of Inde-

pendence says that we are endowed by our Creator with unalienable rights to 

“life, liberty, and the pursuit of happiness.”  Ah ha!  There’s the problem.  We 

confuse joy with happiness.  They are not the same; they are very different.   

 

Happiness is external.  Happiness is circumstantial.  Happiness is based on the 

happenings of life.  Yet we continue to pursue happiness through possessions, 

people, and places.  If I have a nice house, I’ll be happy.  If I get a new car, I’ll 

be happy.  When I get married, I’ll be happy.  When the grandchildren come 

over, they’ll bring us joy.  If I can go on a Mediterranean Cruise, I’ll be happy.  

Or, so we think!  But the thrills we experience from these external things are 

fleeting.  So we keep pursuing bigger and better thrills. 

 

Joy is internal.  It comes from deep within our souls.  It comes from being in 

right relationship with God.  That’s why the angel called it “good news of great 

joy.”  You see, the bad news is that our sin has separated us from God.  But the 

good news is that Jesus came to forgive our sin and reconcile man to God.  

That’s good news - good news of great joy - joy deep in my soul. 

 

Jesus is the only source of true joy.  May you experience true joy in your heart 

and soul this Christmas season.  And then, share your joy with someone this 

Christmas! 



December 10th 

PEACE 
 

“Glory to God in the highest, 

and on earth peace to men on whom his favor rests.” 

(Luke 2:14) 

 

Where’s the peace on earth?  It seems that wars and conflicts are escalating in 

the world today rather than diminishing - Israel, Iran, Iraq, Afghanistan, and 

Syria - just to name a few.  And there is little peace in America either, with 

Democrats and Republicans as divided today as in the Civil War days.  Add to 

the political unrest, racial divides, family feuds, church fights, and more. 

 

What happened to the peace the angels sang about?  Is there any hope of peace 

today?  Yes, there is!  But we must understand that peace is multi-directional - 

horizontal, internal, and vertical. 

 

VERTICAL - Peace with God.  This is where real peace begins.  Vertical 

peace is the foundation of peace in all relationships.  This is the peace that the 

angels referred to the day Jesus was born.  Jesus came to earth to resolve our 

conflict with God; to reconcile man to God.  You and I can experience peace 

with God only through a personal relationship with Jesus.  

 

INTERNAL - Peace with ourselves.  Each of us experiences conflict in our 

hearts.  It’s a battle between good and evil, between right and wrong, between 

the flesh and the Spirit.  Again, this conflict can only be resolved through Jesus 

Christ as we live the Christian life in the power of the Holy Spirit. 

 

HORIZONTAL - Peace with others.  This is the peace that eludes us in the 

world.  Whether it’s interpersonal conflict or international conflict, the enemy 

of peace is always the same - selfishness.  The only path to horizontal peace is 

through vertical and internal peace.  Until our conflict with God is resolved, we 

will continue to battle selfishness in our hearts which invariably leads to      

conflict with other people. 

 

So, is Jesus really the Prince of Peace?  Did He really come to bring peace on 

earth?  Absolutely!  He came to resolve the cosmic war raging between man 

and God. 

 

Through Jesus, God gave us the gift of peace that first Christmas day.  We can 

experience peace with God, peace in our hearts, and peace with other people.  

And someday, when Jesus returns, He will establish His Kingdom of Peace on 

earth.  Until then, keep your eyes on Jesus, the Prince of Peace. 

 

 

Section 3 

The Characters of Christmas 
 

There are many popular Christmas characters today, starting with Santa 

Claus.  With Santa Claus comes elves and reindeer; including Rudolph, the  

red-nosed Reindeer.  And there is Frosty the Snowman, the Grinch, Ebenezer 

Scrooge,  Tiny Tim,  Ralphie, and many others. 

 

But those are all fictional characters.  In this section, we are going to look at 

historical characters who lived 2,000 years ago.  They each played a role in 

the original Christmas story at the birth of Jesus. 

 

Most of us are familiar with the Christmas story.  We read it every year.  We 

set up Nativity scenes in our homes. We visit living Nativities.  We have  

Christmas pageants at church.  And we sing traditional Christmas carols.   

But, our familiarity with the narrative of the Christmas story can keep us from 

seeing the significance of each character in the story. 

 

The daily readings in this section will help you see beyond the familiar story. 

Use your imagination to place yourself in the shoes of each character.  You 

will discover some fascinating stories and significant truths from these      

characters of Christmas. 



December 14th 

PRESENCE 
 

The virgin will be with child and will give birth to a son, 

And they will call him Immanuel - which means “God with us.” 

(Matthew 1:23) 

 

When our children were young, it was not uncommon for them to climb into 

bed with us during the night.  In fact, my wife and I often woke up with one or 

two children in bed with us; occasionally even all three.  Sometimes, the bed 

got pretty crowded.  Our youngest - our son - was the most interesting.  While 

my wife and I slept the normal direction in bed - top to bottom - he usually laid 

down the opposite direction - side to side.  We often woke up with my son’s 

head on one of us, and his feet on the other.    

 

Now that our children are grown, married, and have children of their own, they 

are on the other end of it.  Their own children climb in bed with them. 

 

Why do young children climb in bed with their parents during the night?  It’s 

often because they are frightened.  They may have had a scary dream, or they 

may have heard a strange noise that scared them.  Climbing in bed with their      

parents gives them a sense of safety and security.  But sometimes they just 

don’t want to be alone; they long for the warmth and comfort of being with 

someone else. 

 

One of God’s gifts that first Christmas was His presence.  Jesus’ name,       

Immanuel, means “God with us.”  When Jesus came to earth, He revealed God 

to mankind.  His presence assures us of safety, security, comfort, and love. 

 

In Joshua 1:9, God commanded Joshua to “be strong and courageous; do not 

be terrified; do not be discouraged.”  And, what gave Joshua courage and 

strength?  God’s presence - “for the Lord your God will be with you wherever 

you go.” 

 

In Psalm 23:4, one of the most popular Scripture passages in the Bible, David 

wrote, “Even though I walk through the valley of the shadow of death, I will 

fear no evil, for you are with me…”  What alleviated David’s fear in the     

valleys of life?  God’s presence. 

 

In Matthew 28:20, Jesus told His disciples, “And surely I am with you always, 

to the very end of the age.”  

 

When you get discouraged, fearful, frightened, or lonely, remember Jesus is 

“God with us.”  Delight in the gift of God’s presence.  He is with you! 

December 11th 

HOPE 
 

“For I know the plans I have for you,” declares the Lord, 

“plans to prosper you and not to harm you, 

plans to give you hope and a future.” 

(Jeremiah 29:11) 

 

Do you ever feel like giving up?  Do you ever dread what the future may 

bring?  Do you ever feel like you don’t want to face another day?   

 

To be honest, I have felt that way at times in my own life and ministry.  In fact, 

many pastors feel that way - on Mondays.  Many resignation letters have been 

written on Mondays, only to be thrown away later in the week.  Even the great 

prophet Elijah sank into a pit of despair following his greatest spiritual victory 

on Mt. Carmel.  He told God, “I’ve had enough. Take my life.” 

 

What we need in times like these is an infusion of hope.  Hope is one of the 

most important ingredients in life.  And yet, hope is perhaps the most neglected 

virtue in life today?  The Apostle Paul identified three virtues - “faith, hope, 

and love.”  (I Cor. 13:13)  We talk a lot about faith and love in the Christian 

life, but what about hope? 

 

So, what is hope?  Hope is not just an emotional feeling.  Hope is not blind 

optimism.   Hope is not just wishful thinking.  And it’s is much more than the 

power of positive thinking.  Biblical hope is confidence in the promises of 

God.  Hope is the expectation of good to come.  Hope is the anticipation of a 

better future.  Hope says, “The best is yet to come!” 

 

 Hope releases you from your past. 

 Hope empowers you to persevere through tough times. 

 Hope helps you bounce back from failure. 

 Hope sets you free to dream. 

 Hope motivates you to try new things. 

 Hope propels you onward - even when life seems impossible. 

 

Hope was born in a manger over 2,000 years ago.  Jesus is the hope of the  

ages.  He was the hope of Israel.  He is the hope of all mankind.  He is the hope 

of glory.  Through Jesus we not only have forgiveness of sin; we have hope in 

this life and in the life to come.  Jesus is God’s gift of hope!  Through Jesus we 

can confidently proclaim, “The best is yet to come!” 



December 12th 

FORGIVENESS 
 

“She will give birth to a son, and you are to give him the name Jesus, 

because he will save his people from their sins.” 

(Matthew 1:21) 

 

In the short story, The Capital of the World, Ernest Hemingway told a story of 

a father and his son, Paco, who had become estranged.  The son ran away from 

home in shame.  Paco found himself wandering the streets of Madrid, Spain 

with hopes of entering a profession that would most likely get him killed - 

bullfighting.  After some time, Paco’s father set out to find him. He searched 

for months, but to no avail.  As a last-ditch effort, the father took out a full-

page ad in a Madrid newspaper. The ad read: “Dear Paco, meet me at the Hotel 

Montana at noon on Tuesday.  All is forgiven.  I love you.  Papa.”   

 

Paco is a very common name in Spain.  So, on Tuesday, when the father went 

to the Hotel Montana, he found 800 young men named Paco waiting for their 

fathers - all looking for love and forgiveness from their Papa! 

 

How many people in life today are longing for love and forgiveness?  We all 

make mistakes.  We all say things we regret later.  We all blow it.  We all fail.  

We all sin.  As a result, many people are carrying a load of guilt and shame. 

 

The angel told Joseph to name the baby, Jesus.  The name Jesus means, “God 

is Savior.”  He came to save us from our sin.  Through Jesus, God forgives our 

sin and releases us from the burden of guilt and shame.   

 

The story of Paco reminds me of a story that Jesus once told of a son who ran 

away from his father.  But when the Prodigal Son came to his senses and    

returned home, his father ran to him with open arms.  He forgave his rebellion 

and welcomed him home.   

 

God will do the same for you and me.  When we return to Him, we will find 

Him running toward us with His arms of love and forgiveness wide open.  He    

welcomes us home and restores us to relationship with Him.  Through His  

forgiveness, He lifts the burden of guilt and releases the chains of shame that 

have bound us for years.  

 

Are you weighed down by guilt and shame?  Your Father in Heaven is offering 

you His gift of forgiveness through faith in Jesus.  He invites you to meet Him 

at the manger or at the foot of the cross.  His invitation reads, “All is forgiven.  

I love you.  Your loving Father.”   

December 13th 

LIFE 
 

I am come that they may have life, 

And have it to the full. 

(John 10:10) 

 

We just welcomed a new grandchild into our lives, thanks to our oldest daugh-

ter and her husband.  In fact, our three children have now blessed us with eight 

grandchildren.  Each one is truly a blessing.  What a joy it is to welcome new 

life into the world. 

 

Normally, my wife and I enjoy relatively quiet evenings at home now that our 

children are married.  But, when our grandchildren come to visit, the entire 

atmosphere in the house changes.  The air is filled with laughter and frivolity, 

excitement, vibrancy, and life.   Again, grandchildren are truly a blessing. 

 

One of God’s Christmas gifts is the gift of life.  That life comes through the 

baby born in a manger.  In John 1:4, we read, “In Him was life, and that life 

was the light of men.”   

 

God uses three different adjectives to describe His gift of life. 
 

New Life - This gift of life is not new with respect to time, but a new quality of 

life.  We are no longer spiritually dead; we are spiritually alive in Christ.  We 

are no longer slaves to sin and Satan; we are now free in Christ.  “If anyone is 

in Christ, he is a new creation.”  (II Corinthians 5:17) 

 

Abundant Life - Depending on your Bible translation, the verse above may be 

translated as abundant life.  Or, as above, life to the full.  The Christian life is 

not dull or boring; it is full and abundant.  The Christian life is full of joy, 

peace, and hope.  This abundant life is found in relationship with God.  

Through Jesus, we find meaning and fulfillment in life.  

 

Eternal Life - The most common adjective used to describe this gift of life is 

the word, eternal.  Our new and abundant life doesn’t end when we die; it goes 

on and on.  Jesus is the resurrection and the life.  After physical death, we will 

live forever in heaven in the presence of God; free from sickness, sin, and   

sorrow. 

 

Have you opened God’s gift of life - new life, abundant life, eternal life?  What 

an awesome Christmas gift!   


